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Armagh’s first motor car be-
longed to a Mr Joseph At-

kinson, who was Clerk to the County 
Council at the beginning of  the 20th 
century. According to the Armagh 
Guardian of  March 15, 1901:

The car is of  the steam type 
and will travel up to 18 miles 

per hour and will climb any hill. The 
steam is generated by petrol with air 
burners and the fire is controlled by 
an automatic valve which closes off  
the petrol at 180 degrees pressure, 
besides having two extra valves from 
the boiler for safety. The steering ar-
rangement is very simple and steam 
can be raised in three to five min-
utes.”

Besides supplying these techni-
cal details the paper informed 

its readers that in days past Mr Atkin-
son took an hour by pony and trap 
to reach his residence at Summerhill 
and, weather permitting, he was able 
to cycle the distance in 45 minutes. 
He could now cover the same dis-
tance in his new vehicle in just 25 
minutes. “On the different days in 
which Mr Atkinson has had the mo-
tor in town many of  his friends have 
had jaunts thereon, and the capabil-
ity of  the machine on sharp turns has 
been fully demonstrated. It was sup-
plied by Messrs McDowell, the City 
Cycle Works,” it concluded.   

Armagh’s First car

Page from “The Irish Motor Directory and Motor Annual 1914-1915” Showing some 
vehicals registered in Co. Armagh.


